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MFGA Green Gold Report – June 11, 2018 – EASTERN / INTERLAKE 

This is the final report for the Green Gold program for 2018. With all fields now flowering quality 
has dropped very quickly. There are no samples for the Interlake for this report. 

SITE RFV NIR RFV PEAQ Height CP 

Grunthal 142 180 21 23.2 

Kleefeld 141 175 22 20.2 

Landmark 129 167 24 19.3 

New Bothwell 147 177 23 23.8 

Steinbach 136 156 28 21.9 

St Pierre 150 171 23 23.5 

EASTERN AVERAGE 141 171 24 22 

     

INTERLAKE - Oak Point  0 0 0 0 

                    Eriksdale     

 
As we wind up the Green Gold Program for 2018 I would like to thank Richard Boonstoppel, 
Stephen Signar, Ty Plett ,Cliff Banman, Calvin Grienke, and Saskia Reutter, Darcy Mason and 
Brian and Ed Bottrell for allowing us to use their fields to help provide the information that we 
have put into the Green Gold reports. Also a special thanks to Tim Clarke with Mb Ag for taking 
the samples in the Interlake. 

ACCESS ALL 2018 MFGA GREEN GOLD REPORTS 
For more info: John McGregor, MFGA Green Gold Coordinator 
e: john@mfga.net, w: www.mfga.net or follow us on Twitter! 
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https://mfga.net/green-gold-program/current-green-gold-reports/
mailto:john@mfga.net
http://www.mfga.net/
https://twitter.com/MBForages
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http://www.pickseed.com/
http://nuhn.ca/
https://www.masc.mb.ca/masc.nsf/index.html?OpenPage
http://www.imperialseed.com
http://www.ctl.mb.ca/
http://www.northstarseed.com/
https://www.goldenwestradio.com
http://www.cpsagu.com
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What I am seeing 
Over the weekend the alfalfa has grown 2 inches in most fields and 
all fields are now in the early to late flowering stage. Harvest 
continues to advance fairly quickly but rain on Monday did slow it 
down but it will continue once fields firm up. 

All fields are now flowering and with that we typically don’t see 
much increase in yield. 
Looking back at 2017 I see that harvest started about the same 
time as this year, most Green Gold fields were cut around the 8th of 
June. What is interesting is that all fields last year on the 8th were 
in the late bud stage and the average height was 26” compared to 
23” this year. As for quality the RFV of that hay was 158 compared 
to this years at 141.  Yields are harder to calculate but if we were 
to use the formula that increasing the cutting height of alfalfa from 
1 to 2 inches would decrease you yield by .5 tons/ac then last 
year’s crop could have been 1.5 tons higher then this year.  

Rained-on Hay.   

We needed rain to help this year’s crop in the SE; unfortunately we didn’t need it when it’s harvest time. 
On the positive side it will definitely help the 2nd cut. 

Rained-on hay causes many problems.  It lowers the hay's feed value and, if baled or stacked too wet, 
can cause mold or heat damage. Sometimes a bigger problem, though, is the long-term damage to re-
growing plants.  Driving over the field repeatedly, trying to turn hay to hasten drying will injure regrowth 
and can cause soil compaction, especially if the ground is wet and soft. But, not driving on the field may 
result in an even bigger problem with the windrows.  If they lay there too long, the plants underneath 
will be smothered.  This not only lowers yield, it creates a terrible weed problem as grasses and 
broadleaves infest the killed strips.  These weeds will contaminate all future cuttings.  In addition, if 
rained-on hay windrows are left in the field until next cutting, they frequently will plug the mower, slow 
harvest, and provide lesser quality hay. 

The best option is to remove wet hay any way you can.  Bale it, chop it, and even blow it back on the 
ground as mulch.  You may need to damage plants by driving on them to turn hay to speed drying and 
get sunlight to plants underneath. This may contribute to a short-term loss of young plants, but will 
prevent wet windrows from ruining the rest of your haying year. 

While there's no immediate payback to managing severely rained-on hay, ignoring it will be even more 
costly in the long run. 

Manitoba Hay Day 

Attend this field day and learn how to increase the quality of your valuable hay resources. Watch infield 
demonstrations of new equipment from manufacturers and learn more about: 

- how to harvest high quality hay 

- how to make high quality silage 

- costs of production 

- hay quality differences 

Location: Friedensfeld Community Centre – Near Steinbach 
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2018, 9 to 4:00 

https://mfga.net/manitoba-hay-day-2/

