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MFGA Green Gold Report – June 4, 2018 – EASTERN / INTERLAKE 

With cool weather since Thursday there has been a slowing in some of the alfalfa fields in the 
East. With the return of warm weather Hay Day should be June 10th for the Eastern area 

 

SITE RFV NIR RFV PEAQ Height CP 

Grunthal 243 196 19 25.3 

Kleefeld 206 216 18 23.3 

Landmark 180 204 20 23.6 

New Bothwell 225 203 19 27.2 

Steinbach 176 184 24 27.8 

St Pierre 229 197 20 27 

EASTERN AVERAGE 210 200 20 26 

     

INTERLAKE - Oak Point  N/A 222 17 N/A 

                    Eriksdale N/A 216 18 N/A 

 
RFV have increased is some fields as the plants tend to put out more leaves than stem. With the return 
of warm weather this coming week we should start to see RFV decline more rapidly and we should start 
losing 4-5pt/day. Fields that are close to 24” in height and late bud stage are likely close to a RFV of 
170. 

ACCESS ALL 2018 MFGA GREEN GOLD REPORTS 
For more info: John McGregor, MFGA Green Gold Coordinator 
e: john@mfga.net, w: www.mfga.net or follow us on Twitter! 
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https://mfga.net/green-gold-program/current-green-gold-reports/
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http://www.pickseed.com/
http://nuhn.ca/
https://www.masc.mb.ca/masc.nsf/index.html?OpenPage
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http://www.ctl.mb.ca/
http://www.northstarseed.com/
https://www.goldenwestradio.com
http://www.cpsagu.com
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What I am seeing 
The alfalfa has slowed and grown about 2 inches from Thursday, 
likely due to the cooler weather over the weekend. Most fields have 
advanced a growth stage with one field in the early flower stage. 
Although we haven’t reached Hay Day in the Eastern area of the 
province, producers have started to knock down their forage to take 
advantage of quality.  
Looking at the table on page one you can see that some fields are 
getting close to the 170 RFV while others are still quite a few days 
away. Generally speaking if you are late bud and 20” or less you 
likely have 6-8 days to 170 (weather depending) if over 20-24” and 
late bud 4-6 days and over 24” likely 170 in a day or 2. 
 

Haying Underway 
Monday morning I saw this field being swathed. Although it may seem early, it 
was a mixed alfalfa/grass field and a PEAQ measurement indicated that it was 
around 190 RFV for the alfalfa portion. If we assume that the grass portion might 
lower the RFV by 20-30 pts and that the harvest losses could be an additional 
loss of 10-20 pts (depending on dry vs silage) then weather permitting this field 
might be in the 150 RFV range once in storage.  
 
 
Alfalfa Weevil Update 
Monday a.m. I was able to find some larva feeding on 

the alfalfa. Presently we are at 220 GDD (base 9C) A threshold of about 
230 will provide the best prediction for the peak of second instar larvae 
populations which is also the stage at which an economic threshold can be 
applied. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Best stage to cut my grass or legume hay? 
 

The best stage partly depends on the nutritional needs of 
the animals to be fed and if you want to maximize the 
amount of protein harvested per acre. The best stage of 
maturity to accomplish this goal is at the late bud to 10% 
bloom stage for alfalfa, at the 10% to 20% bloom stage 
for clovers, and between the late boot and early heading 
stages for grasses. Alfalfa-grass mixtures should be cut 
based on the stage of maturity of the alfalfa. Clover-
grass mixtures should be cut based on the stage of the 
grass. 

 
 

Effects of Cutting Stage on Forage Quality 
 

Stage of 

Maturity 

% CP % NDF % ADF 

Alfalfa Early Bud 20.2 49.3 32.0 
 

Late Bud 19.0 47.0 29.4 
 

Early 
Bloom 

17.6 52.0 31.5 

Timothy Joint 11.1 68.7 38.0 
 

Pre-bloom 

Head 

10.2 70.6 40.4 

 

Fully 

headed 

7.9 72.8 40.7 

Adapted from: Dr. Peiquiang Yu. When is the best cutting time 

for alfalfa? And When is the best cutting time for timothy hay? 


