
 
 

                                2019 MFGA Green Gold Report     ~ 1 ~          MANITOBA FORAGE & GRASSLAND ASSOCIATION 

 

 

MFGA Green Gold Report – June 5, 2019 – WESTERN / CENTRAL 

Hay Day for the Central area is here. With the Western area suffering from lack of moisture in 
some areas Hay Day will depend more on crop height rather than RFV. 

SITE RFV NIR RFV PEAQ Height CP 

Haywood harvested     

Rosenfeld 152 192 21 23 

Portage (south) 174 230 17 22 

Southport 127 179 25 20 

Newton 131 188 23 17 

CENTRAL AVERAGE 146 197 22 21 

Brookdale/MBFI 182 277 11 25 

Virden     

Sifton 219 229 16 25 

Forrest 195 285 10 26 

Minnedosa 220 266 11 27 

Brandon N  285 10  

WESTERN AVERAGE 204 268 12 26 

 
Most fields in the Central area saw some good growth since Monday, but we are also seeing some 
rapid drops in RFV likely due to lack of moisture. The Western area is showing little change in height 
except where rain was received Monday. 
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Looking at the rapid drop in RFV for the Central area close to 20 
pts/day it is hard to guess why. There are reports of it being very dry 
but we are seeing normal growth so unless the crop is dying from the 
bottom up and loosing leave that might be the only explanation for 
the rapid drop in RFV and CP. The photo to the left is one I took this 
week in the Eastern area. This crop isn’t suffering but as you can see 
with maturity, and crop height there is normal dieback of the lower 
leaves add to this some moisture stress and you can start to lose a 
lot of lower leaves. 
Some of the Western area did receive rain and in those areas we are 
seeing some rapid growth. Hay Day for the Western area if things 
continue will be June 12th but unless we receive more rain some 
fields won’t have enough growth to harvest. 
 
Best stage to cut my grass or legume hay? 

 

The best stage partly depends on the nutritional needs of 

the animals to be fed and if you want to maximize the 

amount of protein harvested per acre. The best stage of 

maturity to accomplish this goal is at the late bud to 10% 

bloom stage for alfalfa, at the 10% to 20% bloom stage 

for clovers, and between the late boot and early heading 

stages for grasses. Alfalfa-grass mixtures should be cut 

based on the stage of maturity of the alfalfa. Clover-

grass mixtures should be cut based on the stage of the 

grass. 

 

Watch for Alfalfa Weevil 

Although there are no reports of alfalfa weevil damage to the crop the West 
/Central area as of this June 3 forecast is 25-40% emergence of the 1st instar of 
the weevil. Continued warm weather will only increase the emergence and the 
thing to watch is that if your harvest is delayed due to a short crop you may find 
the weevil feeding on what little forage you have as they rapidly advance thru 
the various instar stages. 

Effects of Cutting Stage on Forage Quality 
 

Stage of 

Maturity 
% CP % NDF % ADF 

Alfalfa Early Bud 20.2 49.3 32.0 
 

Late Bud 19.0 47.0 29.4 
 

Early 

Bloom 

17.6 52.0 31.5 

Timothy Joint 11.1 68.7 38.0 
 

Pre-bloom 
Head 

10.2 70.6 40.4 

 

Fully 

headed 

7.9 72.8 40.7 

Adapted from: Dr. Peiquiang Yu. When is the best cutting time 

for alfalfa? And When is the best cutting time for timothy hay? 


