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MFGA Green Gold Report – June 3, 2019 – WESTERN / CENTRAL 

With the continued dry conditions in the West/Central area we are getting reports of hay being 
cut to minimize yield loss due to the dry conditions in the Central area. Central area Hay Day 
should be close to June 8th. Western is suffering dry conditions and there isn’t much change. 

SITE RFV NIR RFV PEAQ Height CP 

Haywood 190 193 22 24 

Rosenfeld 201 204 20 24 

Portage (south) 192 244 14 25 

Southport 201 193 22 24 

Newton 173 199 21 22 

CENTRAL AVERAGE 191 207 20 24 

Brookdale/MBFI 199 277 11 26 

Virden 227 252 14 27 

Sifton 235 243 14 26 

Forrest  285 10  

Minnedosa   6  

Brandon N 290 285 10 27 

WESTERN AVERAGE 238 268 12 27 

 
Rainfall amounts across the area were spotty with most areas receiving close to no precipitation. The 
Central area saw some good growth adding 3-4 inches to the crop. The dryer Western area saw the 
crop height increase only 1-2 inches over the same period. 
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This week’s dry conditions continue especially in the western half of the 
province. The Drought Conditions report (May 31) gives some indication. Crop 
height is also an indication as to how dry it is. As we move to the Central area 

the moisture situation is slightly better and the 
alfalfa has had enough moisture to get some 
early growth. Here we are getting reports of 
producers cutting their forage as growth has 
slowed and they want to get as much of the crop 

that is there before it starts to lose leaves to the dry 
conditions. 
 

Understanding how hay dries in the field 
Mown hay dries in three distinct phases. Dry hay requires the removal 
of about three tons of moisture for every ton of hay produced. Warm 
air temperature and low humidity aid drying, but the sun is the primary 
driving force. Wet soil under the swath also slows drying by allowing 
moisture to move up into the swath. When forage is cut, it has 75 to 80 
percent moisture and must be dried down to 60 to 65 percent moisture 
content for haylage and down to 14 to 18 percent moisture content for 
hay. 
Phase I. The first 15 percent of moisture loss is primarily through 
stomates, openings in the leaf surface that allow water vapor to leave 
the plant. Stomates open in daylight and close when in dark and when 
moisture stress is severe. Cut forage laid in a wide swath maximizes 
the amount of forage that is exposed to sunlight. This keeps the 
stomates open and encourages rapid initial drying. This will reduce 
loss of starches and sugars and preserve more TDN in the harvested 
forage. This initial moisture loss is not affected by conditioning. 
Phase II. Moisture is loss from the leaf surface and stem. At this point, 
stomates have closed, but the plant tissue is still alive and respiring. 
Conditioning can help increase the drying rate during Phase II, 
especially as the hay approaches the lower end – around 30 percent 
moisture. 
Phase III. The final phase of drying is the loss of more tightly held 

water, particularly from the stems. Conditioning is critical to enhance drying during this phase. 
Conditioning to break stems every two inches allows more opportunities for water loss since little water 
loss will occur through the waxy cuticle of the stem. 
In haymaking, the best recommendation is to dry hay rapidly. Having a basic understanding of plant 
response after mowing can help hay and haylage makers produce higher quality forage. 
 

How dry is it? Mark Donohoe near 
Minnedosa was able to pull up an 
alfalfa plant and get over 5 feet of 
root. 


