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“Crown Lands Amendment Act”: MFGA Position Statement  
 
As an agricultural producer-based group focused on forages and grasslands, the Manitoba 
Forage and Grassland Association (MFGA) recognizes that Manitoba’s Crown Lands and 
Community Pastures provide both economic prosperity and environmental opportunities to 
Manitoba. MFGA advocates for the sustainable agricultural use of grassland areas of Manitoba 
Crown Lands and Community Pastures. These lands can provide a valuable land base for forage 
production and livestock grazing, while delivering numerous ecological goods and services, 
including wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, water capture and storage, and the 
resilience of Manitoba’s agricultural landscape to climate extremes.  
 
The Province of Manitoba’s second reading of the Crown Lands Amendment Act will be held 
October 31, 2018. The first reading passed October 4, 2018. The Minister of Agriculture has 
referred to the amendment as “an opportunity to introduce new legislation that would 
modernize agricultural Crown lands and enhance community pastures.” 
 
The Explanatory Note on The Crown Lands Amendment Act (Improved Management of 
Community Pastures and Agricultural Crown Lands) states that this Bill amends The Crown Lands 
Act as follows: 

1) Currently, fees or rent for leases and permits for agricultural Crown lands may be 
determined by public tender. This bill enables regulations that provide for public 
auctions to also be used. 

2) The Bill enables Cabinet to designate certain lands as community pastures and to 
regulate their use. The purpose of community pastures is to support haying and grazing 
on rangelands in a manner that conserves the lands’ ecological integrity and 
biodiversity. Once designated, community pastures must be managed in accordance 
with this purpose. 

 
With respect to these amendments, MFGA has developed the following positions and 
recommendations in anticipation of the successful reading, committees and Royal Assent for the 
Province of Manitoba’s “The Crown Lands Amendment Act”: 

• As a producer-led group, MFGA must remain involved in all policy and partnership 
discussions and consultations around Crown lands and community pastures in 
Manitoba. 

• The currently existing land designated for agriculture in Manitoba’s Crown Lands and 
Community Pastures must remain in agricultural use going forward. 

• Any public auctions designed for fees, rents or leases on Crown Lands or Community 
Pastures must require in-person participation. 
 


